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arranged above the Earth, like an egg, by the handi-
work of Auharmazd and the semblance of the Earth
within the sky is just like as it were the yolk amid
the egg 5: (S. B. E. XXIV, page 85). Then, again,
the idea of the vast multiplicity of stars (mentioned
in Firdausi) is emphasised in the same work, for
" their number is so great " (chapter 49, section 2).
In the same chapter, section 22, " the unnumbered
and innumerable constellations3> are mentioned. To
go a little further, in chapter 57 the many functions,
uses and kinds of Wisdom are mentioned (S. B. E.
XXIV, pp. 98-101); so that we have a complete
parallel fco Firdausi's idea of Wisdom having many
names and aspects.
The condemnation of the astrologers or astro-
nomers by Firdausi might appear strange to us
unless we note how often the astronomers and astrolo-
gers perverted their real knowledge and assumed
to be the possessors of pretended knowledge. An in-
teresting parallel to their condemnation by Firdausi is
to be found in Dante (Inferno, canto XX) where the
punishment of soothsayers is described in language
very similar to that of Firdausi:
"Because too far beycnd his sight would range,
His e^es, his path, must now be retrograde."
Similarly in canto XXIX, Dante describes the
punishment of the alchemists in hell.
After answeting the questions of the Roman
ambassador, the Mobad of Bahrain-i Got asks in his
turn the following two questions: What act is the